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Well here’s the first newsletter of the
year...and  feel it's going to be a good year for
BHPC!

We ended last year with a rally and a beach
ride. The rally on December 2* had 31 riders
attended and the instructors were Geoff Pannell
on the jumping and Nicky Stewart on the flat. It
was a lovely day — Nicky introduced the Andrew
Melean method of schooling a horse, and took
~der right back to basics, which surprised a lot
~« people, but, on saying that, I don’t think many
people went away not having learned something
new that day, so we look forward to having
Nicky back in 2006.

‘The beach ride was a blast in more ways than
one!.... boy, was it cold!! On December 18", 21
BHPC horses and ponies made their way down
to Semaphore at a time that sane people were
tucked up in bed!

It was a great moming secing everyone going
up and down the beach at varying speeds and
splashing in the water!

Thank you very much to the members who
shared their horses/ponies with other riding
‘members who hadn't got mounts at that time — it
made for a great morning even if it was cold, the

‘e was up and the sand spaces were minimal!
Thank you very much indeed to the canteen staff
who provided us with a most excellent brunch,
which, I have to say was woofed up in no time at
all by the ravenous members who had arrived
back from the beach!

Heres wishing you all a fantastic 2006 — good
luck with your four legged fury friends ~ have
fun together, be patient, and keep smiling!!

With love from

Kathy

Welcome to our newest arrival Aerial, she is
agisting in Tilly’s old yard. Jane and Perry are
half leasing Aerial from Kathy. Hope you have
lots of fun on her girls; she looks like a real
sweetie.

Tilly has now been sold to Georgie Hanus, and
they seem like they are a perfect pair, already
they have a few outings together and have jelled
amazingly.

Tilly is now in Wills old yard, and that yard is
in for some major renovations in the coming,
months.

Eloise’s horse Will is now agisting down in
Bliss’ old yard and s liking his new
surroundings.

Wombat is now down next to Jack and Will,
and now after a few lessons to show whose boss
are getting on harmoniously.

Miss Lizzy’s yard is also going through some
positive transformations.

All the horses that have been on holiday are
now back in the club, and we wish everyone well
in there endeavours for the New Year — that
extends to all members that agist outside of the
club ground, looking forward to catching up with
you soon.

Stage 1 of the new water supply has been
completed the whole bottom end of the pony
club and up to the equipments shed has had
trenches dug and new pipes laid with new
galvanised riser and taps. The guys have done a
great job, and have been obliging and not
causing inconvenience to horse and riders. The
water is lovely and clear with great pressure.
Stage 1 has cost the pony club over $7000. Stage
2 will be completed as soon as we can raise the
funds to o so. A note to people down the
bottom end (new stable and “Peppertree lanc”):
Please now use only the new system of taps so
that people down the other end get as much
pressure of water




Media Release
Olympic Medalists and Equine Organisations appeal to Premier to prevent another Recreational Facility being lost
Black Hill Pony Club to leave land by end of November
www.blackhillponyclub.com
Following the decision by the House of Assembly to vote against the motion put forward by MP John Gardener to prevent the eviction of Black Hill Pony Club (BHPC) from its current location at Woodford, equine organisations have written to the Premier in a bid to save this recreational facility. These include Olympic medal winners, Wendy Schaeffer, Gillian Rolton and Megan Jones, Horse SA, Pony Club Association of South Australia, Riding for the Disabled and Equestrian South Australia. Letters can be downloaded at www.blackhillponyclub.com.
“The Club is extremely disappointed the Government has made this decision and we’re now faced with losing a community and some people will have to sell their horses. We were hoping to work with Riding for the Disabled and have been speaking to other sporting organisations, including walking, cycling and mountain bike, to see how the land can be further utilised for other recreational sports,” comments Kathy Warren, President of BHPC. “In making this decision, the Government is not only preventing people from lower income families and suburban areas as well as the disabled from experiencing equine sport, it is destroying a community and making equine an elitist sport.” 
Nearly $100 million was given to the South Australian Cricket Association (SACA), from the Government but it appears equine sport does not enjoy the same support. This is despite equine being the fourth largest employment sector in Australia and many of these people starting their equine interest with pony club.

“There have been news reports stating South Australia is under represented at sporting events at an international level, but BHPC has produced some brilliant riders who have gone on to compete at a national and international level,” continues Kathy. 
“The Government is actively promoting fitness and healthy living in its ‘be active’ campaign, but it is taking away the facilities for people to be active,” says Kathy. “Furthermore, 200 or so more houses on this land will put an enormous strain on the local community and not just with the increase in traffic on relatively quiet roads. The local school has already had cuts enforced upon it, so it would be stretched to take in more children.”

“Our vision is to keep the land free of development and extend the services of BHPC and use of the land to the wider community. At the same time, BHPC will continue to provide a safe and enriching environment for members of various ages and backgrounds to fulfil their passion of riding at an affordable price in an open space close to where they live.”

“Let’s hope the Premier steps in to save this land from development so generations to come can enjoy open space near to where they live,” she concludes.
- Ends -
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Notes to editors

Starting from humble beginnings over 30 years ago, Black Hill Pony Club (BHPC) has grown to be a Club with over 200 members and associates. Run entirely on volunteers there are 30 horses and ponies agisted on the property full time. With one of the bigger turnouts for any club in the Metropolitan Zone at local competitions, BHPC is a competitive club, competing in novelties, eventing, dressage and show jumping at State Level as well as local competitions and some hack events. Some of BHPC members have represented the State on a National level, and represented Australia at an International level.

As a family-orientated club, our main focus at competitions is to maintain a high level of team spirit among competitors and good sportsmanship is a must! 

BHPC was given an eviction notice by the Government this year to make way for a planned development of 200 or so houses. 

The letters to the premier and more information on BHPC can be found at www.blackhillponyclub.com
For further information please contact Kathy Warren on 0413801621 or Annie Waddington-Feather on 0413750198, annie@wadders.co.uk
